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Title 
Develop national strategy and consequent measures to secure sustainable use of recyclable nutrients 
with potential inclusion of simultaneous bio-fuel production 

Submitted by: 
SuMaNu project platform 

Description of measure 
To reduce emissions from manure, enhanced manure management and use is the key. This includes 
increasing the use of best available methods on the farms in animal feeding (avoidance of unnecessary 
nutrient excretion to manure) and in technologies used for animal housing, manure storage and manure 
spreading (minimizing losses into the environment).  
 
Furthermore, additional benefits may be gained with manure processing including production of 
renewable energy. If the solutions are linked to bio-fuel production, emission reduction may become 
even more effective especially with regard to greenhouse gases.  
 
An overarching strategy on the national level to support sustainable nutrient recycling with simultaneous 
transition towards renewable transportation would assist in aligning different sector policies (the 
environment, climate, energy, transport, land use), address their multiple objectives, ensure a broad 
commitment to the change and plan effective steering mechanisms. Such longer-term strategies may 
give sufficient security for businesses to invest in novel technologies and services in nutrient recycling. 

Activity:  
Agriculture  

Pressure: 
Input of phosphorous 
Input of nitrogen 

State: 
Nutrients 

Extent of impact: 
 

Effectiveness of measure 
Strategies may make the field of manure processing and nutrient recycling clearer to all stakeholders 
involved. It enables better division of responsibilities and improved dialogue between sector policies 
deciding on potential measures to support the actions desired. The targets of the society become clearer 
to the businesses which may then feel more secure to invest and push the actions forward, relying more 
on their services and products to be needed in the future. The strategy is also a means to facilitate 
dialogue between the stakeholders and to raise awareness amongst the society on the reasons behind 
the actions desired, thus potentially making the transition to new practices smoother. Thus, cross-
sectoral national strategy on nutrient recycling, in possible connection to transition to bio-fuels, may 
push the overall practical change forward effectively.  
 



Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 
Working groups on different issues in the society are a usual practice to find roadmaps towards any goal 
desired. Their cost is low, but their impact may be high depending on the commitment of the working 
group members, and more importantly the society to support the measures towards to goal set. For the 
policies, the commitment should be made in longer-term, especially in cases of such systemic change as 
transition to enhanced nutrient recycling and bio-based transportation system. 

Feasibility: 
 

Follow-up of measure: 
 

Background material: 
http://urn.fi/URN:ISBN:978-952-327-482-2 
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